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Abstract:

This study aims to critically examine the academic critiques (ta‘aqqubat) of Imam Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi on Imam
al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in his works. This is achieved through inductively analyzing selected exemplars representing
the most prominent categories of critique, and evaluating them in light of the principles of the Traditionists
(muhaddithtin) and the methodologies of Hadith critics. The study does not intend to exhaustively cover all critiques
present in al-Dhahab1’s works—as that would require a separate, extensive inquiry—but rather focuses on models that
elucidate al-Dhahabt’s critical approach in engaging with al-Khatib, the degree of his agreement or disagreement with
him, and the underlying rationales.

The research adopts an inductive method to trace the selected models, alongside a critical-analytical method to
evaluate them. It consults various works of al-Khatib rather than relying solely on the specific source cited by al-
Dhahabi, since evaluating a critique may significantly shift once al-Khatib’s statements across all his writings are
synthesized. Furthermore, statements from eminent scholars such as al-Mizzi, Ibn Hajar, and Ibn ‘Abd al-HadT are
utilized when weighted scholarly judgment (tarjth) is required.

The study concludes that al-Dhahabt’s critiques are not uniform; rather, they span diverse domains, including
transmitter narrative criticism (al-jarh wa-al-ta‘dil), historical dates, biographical deaths, names and genealogies, and
the affirmation or denial of audition (sama"). It further demonstrates that al-Dhahabi—despite his high scholarly
stature—did not intend mere contradiction of al-Khatib; rather, he critiqued him where an oversight occurred, or where
refinement and rectification were warranted. Ultimately, al-Khatib remains one of the most influential figures in
shaping the Hadith tradition to which al-Dhahabi himself belongs, underscoring a scholarly relationship founded upon
both mutual benefit and rigorous critique

Keywords : Al-Dhahabi, Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Critical Observations (*al-Ta‘aqqubat*), Disparagement and
Validation (*al-Jarh wa-I-Ta‘dil*), Hadith Criticism.
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