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Abstract:

This study aims to reveal the impact of the strength or weakness of grammatical factors on the interpretation of
grammatical cases in the work of Imam Muhammad al-Tahir Ibn Ashur (d. 1393 AH). This is achieved through
an applied study of selected examples from his commentary, al-Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, and by demonstrating the
relationship between grammatical interpretation and interpretive meaning within his methodology. Furthermore,
the study seeks to highlight the principles Ibn Ashur relied upon in favoring the explicit factor or resorting to the
implied factor, and to demonstrate the effect of this on deriving Qur'anic meanings. His views are compared with
those of several commentators and grammarians, most notably al-Zamakhshari and Abu Hayyan. The study
employs a descriptive-analytical approach, based on an inductive examination of grammatical examples in al-
Tahrir wa al-Tanwir, their analysis in light of the theory of grammatical factors, and their comparison with the
interpretations of other commentators and grammarians. This comparison aims to identify points of agreement
and disagreement and to demonstrate the methodological characteristics that distinguish Ibn Ashur in addressing
grammatical issues related to interpretation. The study reached several conclusions, most notably that Ibn Ashur
did not treat grammatical factors merely as a means of controlling inflection, but rather as tools for guiding
interpretive meaning and revealing the intentions of the Qur'anic text. It also showed that he tended to favor the
explicit factor when the structure was grammatically correct, resorting to implied factors only when grammatical
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principles or context dictated it. Furthermore, the study demonstrated that his grammatical interpretations are
characterized by a combination of linguistic precision and interpretive depth, and that he employed ellipsis,
implied meaning, fronting, backshifting, and multiple derivational forms to serve the meaning, reflecting a
methodology that combines the rigor of grammatical analysis with profound interpretive insight.

Keywords : Grammatical factor, Ibn Ashur, Al-Tahrir wa Al-Tanwir, Directing the grammatical analysis,
Interpretation, Deletion and Estimation, Interpretive Meaning.
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