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Abstract:

Maritime collisions are international maritime incidents of great importance in private international law due to the significant
material and human losses they sometimes cause. These collisions often lead to conflicts of law as legal systems around the
world differ regarding the definition of a maritime collision and the legal rules governing this type of incident. Consequently,
countries have sought solutions to address the discrepancies in purely national legislation concerning this type of maritime
incident. This has been achieved through international treaty-based unification of legal rules, which constitute the substantive
rules of private international law. International agreements are the best means of keeping pace with the rapid developments in
international private life and are more effective than other methods in achieving the desired legal unification of tort liability
provisions arising from maritime collisions, provided all countries accede to these international agreements or treaties. This
would foster an atmosphere of trust and stability in international private relations.

Following extensive international deliberations, the 1910 Brussels Convention for the Unification of Certain Provisions
Concerning Collisions at Sea was concluded. Its provisions have become among the most important substantive rules of
international law governing maritime collisions. Despite this, these substantive rules still require further amendment and
development to keep pace with evolving circumstances and address existing gaps and shortcomings, ultimately leading to
genuine and effective legal unification of maritime collision matters worldwide.

Keywords : Maritime collision, tort liability, substantive rules of international law, 1910 Brussels Convention
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