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Abstract:

This research examines the problematic of identity in contemporary Iraqi political thought through a
deconstructive approach that seeks to identify the political, historical, and social factors that have contributed to
the complexity of the concept of identity and the recurrent crises associated with it in Iraqi thought and political
reality. The research is structured around two main themes. The first focuses on diagnosing the fundamental
determinants and underlying causes of the identity crisis, particularly the challenges of state-building and
citizenship, as well as the confrontational politicization of pluralism. The second examines a number of Iraqi
intellectual projects and perspectives that have offered different approaches to addressing the problem of identity
in Iraq. Among these are Mitham Al-Janabi’s project of Isti ‘raq, presented as a philosophical approach to
reconstructing an independent Iraqi self, and Rashid Al-Khayoun’s project, which is based on critically engaging
with the historical and religious heritage as a means of reconciling with pluralism. The research argues that
addressing the Iraqi identity crisis requires an inclusive conception of identity grounded in citizenship, historical
memory, recognition, and the acceptance of social and cultural pluralism.

Keywords : Identity ; Iraqi Political Thought ; Isti‘raq ; Historical Memory ; Recognition.
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