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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify school dropout problems resulting from learning difficulties in Iraqi society and to
examine the major personal, family, school, and social problems associated with them. It also sought to identify
the reasons for low academic achievement and the contributions of school social workers in addressing these
problems. The study adopted a descriptive approach using a sample social survey. The study sample consisted of
91 male and female pupils with learning difficulties and 35 male and female social workers from basic education
schools in Babylon Governorate. Questionnaires were used as the primary data collection instruments, while
frequencies, percentages, and rankings were employed for data analysis. The findings showed that difficulty
understanding some school subjects was the most prominent academic problem (82.4%), while anxiety in the
teacher’s presence represented a major personal problem (62.6%). Lack of parental encouragement reached
70.3%, difficulty understanding teachers’ explanations reached 76.9%, and lack of assistance from peers reached
72.5%. The findings also highlighted the importance of social workers’ contributions, particularly in providing
school supplies and textbooks. The study concluded that dropout-related problems among pupils with learning
difficulties are multidimensional and require integrated efforts from families, schools, and social workers to
support pupils’ continuation in education.

Keywords : School Dropout ; Learning Difficulties; Academic Achievement; Social Worker ; Basic Education.
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