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Abstract:

This article addresses "moral distance" in immersive virtual reality, where symbolic agency via digital avatars
enables agents to evade accountability through "existential bad faith." Contemporary forensic documentation
establishes that symbolic acts inflict genuine "meta-harm" with measurable physiological impact, invalidating
utilitarian and Kantian frameworks whose preconditions - measurable harm and unsupervised autonomy
respectively collapse under conditions of algorithmic design. The article's central contribution to Islamic Ethics
rests on the kalam debate over tahsin/tagbth: adopting the Maturidi synthesis, it establishes that symbolic
transgression is inherently wrong, its wrongfulness inhering in the act's intention and violation of hurma,
independent of material outcome. This normative foundation is developed through al-Ghazalf's latifa ilahiyya as
a stable locus of accountability behind digital masks, Ibn Miskawayh's habituation theory revealing "reverse
cultivation" in immersive environments, and Taha ‘Abd al-Rahman's trusteeship paradigm operationalized as a
digital hisba. Documented cases of virtual harassment validate the model's explanatory and normative capacity.
Keywords : Symbolic Agency - Virtual Reality - Moral Distance - Islamic Ethics - Trusteeship Paradigm
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