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Abstract:

This study examines the coercive methods employed by the Iraqi regime in suppressing the Sha‘ban Uprising of
1991, one of the most significant political and social events in the contemporary history of Iraq. It aims to
identify the historical and political circumstances that contributed to the outbreak of the uprising, examine the
principal methods used by the Iraqi authorities to suppress it, and analyze the internal, regional, and international
factors that contributed to determining its course and outcome. The study adopts the historical-analytical
approach by examining historical sources, academic studies, contemporary accounts, and relevant documentary
materials in order to reconstruct the events and analyze their causes and consequences. The study finds that the
uprising resulted from the interaction of a number of accumulated political, economic, social, and military
factors, which were intensified by the consequences of the Second Gulf War, including the deterioration of
living conditions, the weakening of state institutions, the severe losses sustained by the Iraqi armed forces, and
the growing levels of popular discontent. The findings indicate that the Iraqi authorities relied on a systematic
and multidimensional strategy of repression, combining military force, security operations, artillery and missile
bombardment, air attacks, and the deployment of elite military formations, particularly the Republican Guard
and Special Forces. These measures were accompanied by widespread arrests, security pursuits, displacement,
and psychological and media campaigns aimed at undermining the uprising and restoring governmental control
over the affected areas. The study also demonstrates that the failure of the uprising cannot be attributed to a lack
of popular participation; rather, it resulted from the interaction of several factors, most notably the absence of
unified leadership, weak coordination among the insurgent groups, limited military capabilities, the lack of a
coherent political alternative, and the significant imbalance of military power in favor of the government forces.
Furthermore, regional and international positions influenced the course of events, particularly the position of the
United States, which did not provide direct military support to the uprising, alongside the cautious positions
adopted by regional powers in accordance with their political and security interests. The study concludes that the
suppression of the Sha‘ban Uprising represented a significant example of the use of organized state violence and
coercion as mechanisms for preserving political authority and reasserting governmental control. The
consequences of the repression extended beyond the military dimension, producing profound humanitarian,
social, and political repercussions that continued to influence the subsequent development of Iraqi society and
the relationship between the state and society.

Keywords : Sha‘ban Uprising, Iraq 1991, coercive methods, political repression, state violence, Republican
Guard, United States, regional positions.
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