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Abstract:

This research sheds light on the socio-economic reality in Lebanon during the first decade of its independence, focusing on the
evolution of incomes and the profound gap between free professions and limited wages. The study traces the trajectory of labor
movements and the widespread strikes of 1946, which culminated in the enactment of the Lebanese Labor Law. Furthermore, it
analyzes the tax policies of successive governments, revealing the underlying causes for the failure of financial reforms—such as the
unified land tax and the exceptional tax on war profits—due to the intersection of interests between capitalist forces and political
authority. The research concludes that the absence of tax justice, haphazard public spending, and rampant administrative clientelism
heavily burdened citizens and hindered sustainable development projects in the nascent state.

The central problem of this research revolves around the contradiction between the state's political independence and its economic
inability to establish the foundations of social justice. From this core problem, the following sub-questions arise: How did the fiscal
and tax policies of post-independence governments reflect upon the social structure and wage development? Why did the state fail to
enforce stringent laws (such as the war profits tax) to curb class disparity? And how did the covert alliance between capital and
authority contribute to aborting developmental projects and shifting the entire tax burden onto the impoverished classes?

This research adopts a historical-analytical method; it chronologically traces historical events (strikes, legislation, and tax decrees)
while interrogating primary documents (parliamentary minutes, the official gazette, press archives, and politicians' memoirs).
Furthermore, the study utilizes a statistical (quantitative) method to analyze chronological tables tracking the development of wages,
incomes, and tax collection rates, thereby approaching class disparity through the language of figures.

Keywords : Economic History of Lebanon, Independence Era, Tax Policy, Lebanese Labor Law 1946, Financial

Crises, Inflation, War Profits Tax.
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