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Abstract:

This study examines the role of guides and vanguards in Islamic history, an important aspect often overlooked in
historical studies, despite their significant impact on the success of Islamic campaigns and conquests from the
time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) to the Umayyad dynasty.

By tracing the roles assigned to guides, we observe the Islamic leadership's interest in understanding the
geography of the place, ensuring the safety of the road, and exploiting the terrain to the advantage of Muslims.
This demonstrates an advanced military understanding comparable to modern military strategies. Guides were
trusted individuals with a thorough knowledge of roads, tribes, and water sources, and were used in vital
missions such as the Prophet's migration and numerous conquests. They demonstrated that victory is not
achieved solely through courage and weapons, but also through knowledge and planning.

As for the vanguards, they were the eyes and front lines of the army, moving ahead of it to monitor enemy
movements or secure routes. They were an effective tool in the hands of the leadership in dealing with surprises
or ambushes. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) used them in a systematic manner, with each
campaign preceded by vanguards or reconnaissance squadrons, demonstrating the organization and discipline of
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early Islamic military action. during the Umayyad era, this role did not decline, but rather developed, particularly
with the expansion of the state and the diversification of battlefields, from Byzantium in the west to the borders
of China in the east. The vanguards and scouts became part of the organized military apparatus, with missions
planned for them and their performance monitored. They became the eyes of the state on the borders,
contributing to anticipating attacks, gathering information, and planning both offensive and defensive operations.
They played a significant role in consolidating the foundations of the Umayyad state and its continued
expansion.

This vital role confirms that interest in field intelligence was an integral part of Islamic military thought, not a
product of the modern era. It also demonstrates that attention to detail, knowledge of the surrounding
environment, and the dispatch of scouts and vanguards are essential elements for victory, along with faith,
courage, and wise leadership. In conclusion, we can say that scouts and vanguards were not merely supportive
elements; they were fundamental pillars of the success of the Islamic armies. Their efforts had a profound impact
on protecting Muslims, winning battles, and achieving the goals of the Islamic state at various stages. Therefore,
studying them opens the door to further research on Islamic military organization and its methods of
reconnaissance and information gathering, which are no less important than any other aspect of glorious Islamic
history. These results underscore distinct variations in personality traits and the exposure to emotional blackmail
behaviors between genders in the workplace.

Keywords: Guides - Vanguards - The era of the Prophet (PBUH) - The Umayyad era
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