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Abstract:

This research aims to highiyt the importance of cooperation between Lebanon and Syria to receive the common
interests, which are customs, the tobacco monopoly administration, railway affairs, health quarantine and others,
which were directly linked to the French commission and the high commissioner issued legislation in these
affairs and organized its annual budget, knowing that the French tried hard to maintain their influence over it,
and bet on the difficulty og agreement between the two governments, but the two governments disappointed
theem when the government of Riad al-Solh agreed with the government of Saadalla —al Jabri in Damascus to
form joint committee to negotiate with the French regarding receiving the common interests.

The negotiations on the common interests had two sides. Some of them required negotiations with the French
side to agree on the method of transferring them from the hands of the French to the care of the Lebanese, and
some of them required negotiations with Syria to agree on receiving them and the method og managing them.
After servel meetings, the protocol was signed that transferred the common interests to the two governments on
the morning of January 4,1944. Then a higher council for common interests was established, and after the
process of handover and receipt was implemented under the auspices of Catroux, but the agreement was not
without some internal political and some local newspapers.

Keywords: Independence, common interests, political relations, foreign policy, customs mandate, negotiations,
protocol, objections, cooperation, sovereignty.
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