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Abstract

The research examined Imam al-Qarafi’s position in his book Al-Furuq, where he emphasized that any fatwa
contradicting definitive Sharia texts or scholarly consensus is considered invalid and impermissible. Al-
Qarafi based his warning against issuing fatwas that go against explicit texts on the principles of Usul al-
Figh, considering adherence to scriptural texts and consensus as the foundation of sound ijtihad. He
explained that violating these principles leads to the corruption of Sharia rulings.

The researcher also reviewed examples of deviant fatwas that contradicted clear texts, such as those
permitting usury (riba) or marriage without a guardian (wali), affirming that such fatwas are rejected by the
majority of scholars. Al-Qarafi stressed the necessity of precision in issuing fatwas and warned against the
dangers of ignorance or negligence in this domain. He clarified that the purpose of this principle is to protect
the religion from distortion and manipulation, to regulate the process of issuing fatwas, and to prevent
unrestrained expansion in legal opinions—emphasizing the centrality of scriptural texts and consensus in the
practice of ijtihad.

Keywords: Fatwa, Text, Consensus, Disagreement, Invalidity, Jurisprudential Maxims.
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