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Abstract

This academic research aims to study the position of Shaykh al-Tusi (d. 460 AH) regarding al-Tabari’s exegetical chains of
transmission in his book al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. The study analyzes his intermediate stance between transmission and
critique within Qur’anic sciences. It focuses on how al-Tusi dealt with the exegetical reports transmitted by Imam al-Tabari (d.
310 AH) in Jami‘ al-Bayan, whether by adopting them or subjecting them to critical evaluation.

The research follows an analytical-critical methodology and is divided into three chapters. The first chapter presents the
theoretical framework, defining exegetical isnad (chains of transmission), its significance, and the approaches of both al-Tabari
and al-Tusi in handling transmitted reports. The second chapter examines aspects of transmission in al-Tusi’s work, showing
how he sometimes transmitted the reports with their full chains and at other times in paraphrased form, while maintaining
accuracy and brevity. The third chapter is devoted to analyzing the critical aspects in al-Tusi’s method, including his critique of
exegetical chains and his rejection of reports that conflicted with principles of creed or reason, while highlighting the
methodological differences between him and al-Tabari.

The research reaches a main conclusion: al-Tusi played a dual role. He compiled al-Tabari’s exegetical material in accordance
with standards of authenticity and verification, then critically examined the reports both in terms of chains of transmission and
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content, relying on Imami hadith criticism and Islamic doctrinal principles. Al-Tusi’s distinction lies in his preference for
reliable reports and his use of reason in accepting texts, which enabled him to produce a balanced tafsir that combined
trustworthy transmission with rigorous analysis.

The study recommends that researchers and specialists in the historical development of exegetical methodologies pursue critical
analyses of exegetical approaches and expand comparative studies between Sunni and Shi ‘i tafsir traditions, in order to reveal
both their scholarly complementarity and methodological differences. It also encourages readers and academics to revisit major
works of tafsir such as al-Tibyan and Jami ‘al-Bayan to analyze their scholarly structures and their contribution to regulating
transmitted exegesis.

Keywords: The position of Sheikh al-Tusi, chains of transmission of al-Tabari, interpretation, clarification, transmission,
criticism.
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