Manar Elsharq for Studies & Research

I dlallig iluwljall il Lo dwginllgaugilalSlwlal

Gl B Ligilal) agaill Guldy Blall (3 gha
Aaal) e dala ghia.a

338 daals — alad) Giadly Mad) aalatl] B9 — Blyal) lud 3S5a

[ 08/02/2026:5a0) Js8 [ 08/01/2026 1S Axale | 09112/2025 :ésad i

cuadlall

i b Cangad () Baapaal] clslailly dusnal) ilanasally dnygiaal) (saball cudadl &jgae duad hall (& 8all Gis duad
293 TS50 ey Citial) lang 83 Lilang Blslesall e asin dule Cililaca 2005 ale jsied ga)l 38 (Aradill JlsaY) doslaic
e 1959 alal dacadsll U1 058 DA (1o lilae foabiall 238 Gkt (52 3y ¢aainall dlulas Lo Bliall b shall (35

Bl s 3 cLasll] 3hall 4 it pafie sl U] ey IS8 cpY s iliaally GUally g3l e b Assna e Wsia 3l
Yo e 2025 ple salall dpaddll JIatl Aiste G e chumg )l slead) b Ll 155 Lyl s shal) AlSa jeanys ) 3o
Bangll fase Conal Lo sy diall dpenyal) Hlid) dopm SAY1 Ciniag 5 alass b Baailal) Apoandl alel Gl it Lyda
Sl g el DU o (il Jie il ALE Clilea Ll Gaday el Gsis 3o aill Ol of Aaball sy Agila)
shall o ()l i U (e cdibite duade il Lis) Lgilany Goiall 038 (e s30a) digaall Cuald Lt ¢ JLaldV) aay
G A lgigaal ST Taags 2025 Aisre 3 Cagals Gun (8 1959 alad nsall Ol Ao a ST Aayny ool Al
sl Slilecall e eyl alasl (el Alale cladia) o iy

csanal) Aigaal) =l il —duadall JlsaY) = ahall Hsivll —aall (3sia :dualidal) cilalsl)

Abstract

The issue of women’s rights in Iraq has long been intertwined with constitutional principles, religious
references, and legislative developments that have shaped the personal status system. The study highlights
how the Iraqi Constitution of 2005 laid down broad guarantees of equality, family protection, and the
prohibition of domestic violence, emphasizing women’s central role in preserving social cohesion. These
constitutional principles were initially translated into practice through the 1959 Personal Status Law, which
granted women unprecedented rights in marriage, divorce, custody, and inheritance, and stood out regionally
as a progressive legal framework that reinforced the balance within the family. However, the 2025 Personal
Status Code introduced a major shift by opening the door to sectarian plurality in family law and allowing
individuals to choose their religious framework, a development that weakened the principle of legal unity.
The analysis shows that while the old law empowered women by granting them enforceable guarantees such
as compensation for arbitrary divorce and post-divorce housing, the new code narrowed these rights and left
them vulnerable to divergent sectarian interpretations. The research concludes that Iraqi women benefited
more from the unified philosophy of the 1959 law, whereas the 2025 code exposed them to greater
inequality, underscoring the urgent need for reforms that reconcile constitutional guarantees with legislative
practice.
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