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Abstract

The international system has undergone significant transformations in recent decades due to the rise in armed
conflicts and severe human rights violations, which has revived the debate on the legitimacy of humanitarian
intervention as a mechanism to protect civilians. This research addresses the complex issue of the
relationship between ethics and foreign policy, where states use ethical discourse focused on human rights to
justify military interventions. However, this raises questions about the compatibility of these ethical
justifications with the core principles of international law, such as sovereignty and non-intervention. The
research aims to analyze the intersection of ethics and foreign policy in justifying or restricting humanitarian
intervention, and to examine the legitimacy of such intervention under international law. It also discusses the
role of the "Responsibility to Protect” (R2P) principle in promoting human justice, while addressing concerns
that this intervention could become a political tool for advancing the interests of major powers. The study
evaluates the impact of military humanitarian interventions that were ethically justified, such as those in
Kosovo and Libya, and assesses the alignment of these interventions with legal principles and human rights.

Keywords: Ethics, Foreign Policy, Humanitarian Intervention, Sovereignty, International Law,
Responsibility to Protect.
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