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Abstract

This research addresses the concept of "intergenerational environmental justice" by examining the ethical and legal
foundations of the duty to protect the environment for future generations. In light of accelerating environmental
degradation, climate change, and biodiversity loss, it has become essential to reconsider the traditional concept of
justice, which was previously confined to relationships between individuals within the same generation. Modern
environmental challenges have demonstrated that a law based on "immediacy" is no longer sufficient to ensure the
sustainability of life. Hence, the concept of intergenerational environmental justice emerged, considering the
protection of the environment a legal and ethical duty towards future generations. The study explores the
development of this concept in philosophical and legal thought, reviewing how intergenerational justice has
become an international legal principle, as affirmed in international documents such as the Stockholm Declaration,
the Rio Declaration, and the Paris Climate Agreement. The research also presents the ethical foundations of this
principle in contemporary thought, especially through the ideas of philosophers like John Rawls and Brian Barry,
who established the principles of intergenerational justice based on collective responsibility. Furthermore, the
research discusses the legal framework that recognizes this principle in modern legal systems and how
environmental justice has evolved from a "voluntary ethical duty" to an international legal obligation.
Keywords: Intergenerational environmental justice, rights of future generations, collective

responsibility, international environmental law.
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