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Abstract

This research explores the concept of "environmental stewardship" from a philosophical and legal perspective, focusing on the
concept of "stewardship of the Earth," which connects humanity's responsibilities toward nature rather than the notion of
absolute ownership. In a world that has seen increased exploitation of natural resources and environmental destruction, the
research proposes a fundamental shift in understanding the relationship between humans and nature, suggesting that humans do
not own the Earth but are entrusted with its care for future generations. The study contrasts the traditional "ownership" model,
which treats the Earth as property to be consumed, with the "stewardship" model, which places humans in the role of guardians
responsible for protecting nature and its resources. Through an analysis of various environmental philosophies, including
"stewardship" in Islamic thought, the research outlines how to develop a legal framework that recognizes the rights of the
environment and non-human entities, transforming humanity's role from a dominant owner to a responsible steward. The
research aims to present a new legal perspective that balances environmental protection with human rights, proposing legal
mechanisms that can translate this philosophy into practical legislation and policies at the national and international levels.
Keywords: Environmental Stewardship, Stewardship of the Earth, Environmental Rights, Environmental Philosophy, Nature
Protection, Non-Human Entity Rights.
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