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Abstract

This research addresses the distinction between the intrinsic value of nature and its utilitarian value, with a
focus on the legal implications of these differences on environmental legislation. In the context of the
escalating environmental crisis, the central question arises: Do we protect nature because it serves our
interests, or because it deserves protection for its own sake? This question is crucial in rethinking the
relationship between humans and nature. Traditionally, nature has been seen as a source of resources and
human well-being, leading environmental laws to focus on the economic and functional benefits of nature.
However, this utilitarian perspective has begun to fracture with the growing environmental awareness that
calls for redefining the relationship with nature based on ethics and environmental justice. In the last two
decades, unprecedented legal developments have taken place, with the incorporation of "rights of nature" into
the constitutions of some countries, such as Ecuador and New Zealand, recognizing that nature possesses
rights independent of its utility to humans. This shift raises questions about the possibility of reconciling the
two values: intrinsic value and utilitarian value. Can a legal system adopt the logic of "ecosentrism" (nature-
centered) in a world driven by economic interests? The research focuses on analyzing the impact of adopting
the intrinsic value of nature on environmental legislation and the ability of judicial systems to protect the
environment as an entity with independent rights.

Keywords: Intrinsic value of nature, utilitarian value, environmental legislation, rights of nature, environmental justice.
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