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Abstract

This research addresses the distinction between the intrinsic value of nature and its utilitarian value, focusing on the legal
implications of these differences on environmental legislation. In a world dominated by economic interests, two contrasting
views of nature are in conflict: the first views nature as having intrinsic value independent of its usefulness to humans, while the
second sees it merely as a resource that serves human needs. This study attempts to analyze the impact of these perspectives on
the formulation of environmental laws, and how recognizing the intrinsic value of nature can lead to the development of
environmental legislation that better protects nature as an entity with inherent rights. The research discusses the philosophical
and legal foundations of both perspectives, exploring how a utilitarian view may lead to laws that balance exploitation and
development, while recognizing the intrinsic value of nature could result in more just legislation, not solely based on economic
benefit. The research also examines the experiences of some countries that have begun adopting legal concepts recognizing the
rights of nature, such as Ecuador and New Zealand. The study opens the door to new legal thinking that transcends traditional
concepts, attempting to integrate the recognition of the intrinsic value of nature with economic necessities in a way that ensures
sustainable environmental balance.

Keywords: Intrinsic value of nature, utilitarian value, environmental legislation, rights of nature, environmental ethics.
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