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Abstract

Climate change is one of the most pressing existential challenges of the 21st century, affecting various aspects of human
and environmental life across geographic and political boundaries. With the increasing intensity of extreme weather
phenomena, the need has arisen to reconsider the foundations of climate justice and determine the ethical and legal
responsibilities of different actors, including states, transnational companies, and individuals. The climate issue is no
longer solely an environmental matter but has evolved into a global justice and responsibility issue, requiring an
integrated legal and ethical framework to distribute the burdens and protection obligations. This research aims to analyze
the interaction between ethical and legal responsibilities in the context of climate change by examining the international
framework that governs these responsibilities. It seeks to explore the effectiveness of current legal rules in achieving
climate justice and critically address the issue of distributing responsibility between developed and developing nations,
multinational companies, and individuals. The core issue lies in the complexity of determining who should bear the
primary responsibility for the impacts of climate change and mitigating its causes. The research focuses on the tension
between natural law and positive law and explores how to achieve a fair balance between ethical and legal responsibilities
in the face of the intertwined roles of states, companies, and individuals.

Keywords: Climate change, Ethical responsibility, Legal responsibility, Climate justice, international law, Human rights.
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