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Abstract

This research examines the comparison between Western philosophy and Islamic philosophy in the concept
of environmental stewardship, focusing on the intellectual and ethical foundations that define the relationship
between humans and nature in both systems. In Western philosophy, the anthropocentric view considers
humans as "masters" of nature, seeing it as a resource for exploitation to achieve human purposes, which has
contributed to environmental degradation due to economic and consumption-driven policies. However, the
consequences of this perspective have led to the emergence of modern environmental philosophies such as
"deep ecology" and "ethics of responsibility," which attempt to move beyond human centrality. In contrast,
Islamic philosophy regards humans as stewards of the earth, not its owners, and emphasizes responsibility
toward the environment as not only a legal and ethical duty but also a religious and spiritual one. The Qur'an
emphasizes the necessity of maintaining cosmic balance and refraining from corrupting the earth, considering
environmental care a part of worshiping Allah and fulfilling the trust. Through this comparison, the research
discusses how Islamic philosophy adopts an integrated view of humans and nature, while Western
philosophy seeks to build a new relationship with the environment after the environmental crisis. The central
question posed is: Can the Western perspective, despite its ethical development, reach the spiritual depth
offered by Islamic philosophy in environmental stewardship?

Keywords: Western philosophy, Islamic philosophy, environmental stewardship, anthropocentrism,
stewardship.
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