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Abstract

This research examines the distinction between anthropocentrism and ecocentrism in the legal understanding of nature,
and their impact on environmental legislation. Since ancient times, nature has been considered a reservoir of resources,
serving human needs. However, this perception began to change in the face of the global environmental crisis, prompting
philosophers and legal scholars to reconsider the relationship between humans and nature. The study discusses the
traditional anthropocentric view, which places humans at the center of the universe, compared to the ecocentric
philosophy, which views nature as an entity with intrinsic value independent of its utility to humans. With the rise of
environmental awareness, some countries, such as Ecuador and New Zealand, have adopted legal concepts recognizing
the rights of nature, reflecting a shift in how nature is perceived in the legal system. The research explores the challenges
this view faces in current legal frameworks and raises fundamental questions about whether it is possible to adopt an
ecocentric approach in legal systems built on anthropocentrism. It also discusses the importance of redefining human
centrality within the environmental legal system, integrating humans into a holistic ecological system in a balanced
manner.

Keywords: Anthropocentrism, ecocentrism, environmental legislation, rights of nature, environmental philosophy.
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