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Abstract

This research explores the theory of natural rights and its applications to the environment, addressing a
central question: Do nature and the environment have inherent rights? The study examines contemporary
environmental challenges such as climate change and the degradation of natural resources, and investigates
how the traditional view of nature as a mere resource for human exploitation has evolved into recognizing it
as having inherent rights independent of human will. This shift can be traced back to the theory of natural
rights, which emerged from thinkers like Aristotle and later developed by natural law scholars such as
Grotius, Locke, and Rousseau, who argued that rights are derived not from positive law but from nature
itself. With the growing environmental crises, contemporary legal thought began reinterpreting the concept of
natural law, recognizing nature's rights in some modern legal systems, such as the 2008 Constitution of
Ecuador and the 2010 Bolivian Law on the "Rights of Mother Earth." This transformation raises
philosophical and legal questions: Can nature have inherent rights in the precise sense? How can this shift
from considering nature as an "object" to being a "rights holder" be explained? The research aims to examine
the development of the idea of natural rights and its environmental applications, analyzing the theoretical and
legal foundations that justify this shift, and providing an answer as to whether nature can be granted inherent
rights based on the philosophy of natural rights.

Keywords: Natural rights, rights of nature, environment, legal philosophy.
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