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Abstract

This study examines the theory of natural law, its revival in the modern era, and its applications to human rights,
based on the profound philosophical question: Do human rights derive their legitimacy solely from legislative
authority, or do they rest on inherent, moral principles embedded in human nature? The research problem centers
on the tension between natural law, which presupposes the existence of universal and just norms independent of
positive law, and positive law, which relies on the will of legislative authorities. The study aims to trace the
historical and philosophical roots of natural law from ancient Greek and Roman thought, through the medieval
period, to modern and post-World War II philosophy, in order to assess its potential as an ethical and legal
reference that supports human rights in a complex and culturally diverse world. The research also evaluates the
feasibility of applying natural law principles as a reference that transcends cultural and political relativism,
providing a stable foundation for fundamental rights, particularly in the face of authoritarian tendencies and legal
structures that may justify rights violations under the guise of positive legality. The methodology combines
philosophical analysis and legal comparison, drawing on international practices to illuminate the role of natural law
in upholding human dignity and inalienable rights. The study concludes that the theory of natural law retains
significant intellectual and moral value that can be harnessed to strengthen justice in international law and address
contemporary human rights challenges, provided it is employed within structured philosophical and legal
frameworks that balance ethical legitimacy with legal legitimacy.
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