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Abstract

This study addresses the legal aspect of civil liability for cumulative environmental damages, in light of the
challenges faced by traditional civil liability rules when applied to environmental damage that does not occur
suddenly or from a single source, but rather develops gradually as a result of the cumulative actions over an
extended period, significantly affecting the environment and human health. Traditional civil liability rules,
which require proving a direct and clear causal relationship between the act and the damage, face a
fundamental difficulty in such cases, as it becomes impossible to determine the individual source of the
damage or attribute it precisely to any one party, leading to a legal gap that may prevent the affected parties
from obtaining fair compensation. The study aims to analyze this structural shortcoming in the traditional
civil liability framework, while exploring alternative legal foundations that could address this issue, such as
objective and joint liability, and the activation of legal presumptions to ease the burden of proof on the
affected party. The study relies on a descriptive-analytical approach by reviewing legislative materials, legal
jurisprudence, and comparative judicial rulings. The research concludes that the evolution of the legal
framework for civil liability to include innovative mechanisms is essential for achieving environmental
justice and ensuring the application of the "polluter pays" principle in the context of cumulative damages,
where proving causality in the traditional manner is challenging.

Keywords: Liability, Damages, Environment, Causality.
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