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Abstract

This study explores the role of general principles and ethics in guiding the work of the judge within judicial
decision-making, especially when legal texts are ambiguous or silent. Legal systems traditionally prioritize
statutory law as the primary source for adjudication; however, such texts may not always provide clear
solutions for every dispute due to their generality or incompleteness. In these instances, general legal
principles—derived from the spirit of legislation, customary law, and the overarching objectives of the legal
order such as equality, freedom, and justice—and judicial ethics become essential complementary sources
that help fill legislative gaps and uphold fairness. Ethical standards reinforce trust in the judiciary by
requiring judges to act with impartiality, integrity, honesty, and independence, thus ensuring that personal
biases do not influence judicial outcomes. The interaction among statutory norms, general principles, and
ethics constitutes a cohesive framework that supports judicial reasoning when textual interpretation becomes
problematic. The study adopts a descriptive-analytic methodology by reviewing theoretical foundations,
jurisprudential opinions, and comparative practices in both Arab and Western legal systems. It argues that
judges often play an active role in developing law through value-based interpretation—not merely textual
application—such as recognizing the importance of “principles of justice” in France and embracing Sharia
objectives like justice and mercy in Islamic jurisprudence. The findings indicate that integrating general
principles and ethics within judicial reasoning is legitimate and necessary for achieving justice without
breaching legal legitimacy or judicial independence, provided that clear methodological boundaries are
respected.

Keywords: Judge, Ethics, Principles, Justice.
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