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Abstract

Research Title: Wage Protection in the Saudi Labor Law: An Analytical Study of Statutory Guarantees and
the Legal Consequences of Their Breach. This research aims to study and analyze the legal and institutional
framework for wage protection in the Saudi Labor Law, considering it the essential element of the
employment contract and the fundamental guarantee for the worker's economic and social stability. The study
adopted the descriptive-analytical approach to extrapolate the relevant statutory provisions, as well as judicial
and administrative applications. The research is divided into two main sections. The first section traces the
legal nature of the wage, elucidating its elements, types, and its characteristics as a "privileged debt" (priority
claim), alongside reviewing the procedural and substantive guarantees established by the Saudi legislator,
primarily the "Wage Protection Program." Meanwhile, the second section focuses on analyzing the forms of
violation of the worker's right to wages (such as delay, withholding, and unlawful deductions), shedding light
on the legal consequences and the administrative and judicial sanctions resulting from these violations. The
study concluded with several findings, most notably: the success of the Saudi legislator in transitioning from
a "remedial protection" approach to a "proactive preventive protection" mechanism through automated
monitoring, and proving the effectiveness of administrative measures (e.g., suspension of services and
transfer of sponsorship) as rapid deterrent tools that sometimes surpass litigation. Conversely, the research
revealed practical challenges related to the weak protection of "subcontractor" workers, and the absence of a
statutory characterization for financially compensating the worker for the damages caused by the employer's
procrastination. The research concluded with a set of legislative recommendations, most importantly: urging
the Saudi legislator to adopt the principle of "joint and several liability" between the main contractor and the
subcontractor regarding wage payment, and introducing a "discretionary civil compensation" (Ta'zir) to
redress the harm suffered by a worker whose wage is delayed, in accordance with Sharia parameters.
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Additionally, it proposes the establishment of a "National Wage Guarantee Fund" for rapid intervention in
cases of corporate bankruptcy or insolvency.

Keywords: Saudi Labor Law, Wage Protection, Labor Judiciary, Statutory Privilege, Subcontractor, Labor
Oversight.
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