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Abstract

This research examines the features of public office holders’ commitment to preserving the dignity of their
positions within the Ottoman public administration system in general, and in Ottoman Egypt in particular
during the period (1805—-1879), from a historical-analytical perspective in public law philosophy. The study
aims to highlight the moral and legal foundations that governed the behavior of public officials and how the
concept of dignity was closely linked to integrity, discipline, and adherence to religious and administrative
values throughout the evolution of the Ottoman administrative system. The research demonstrates that public
office dignity was not merely a formal or symbolic aspect, but a fundamental element in building trust
between the state and society, as well as ensuring the efficiency and legitimacy of administrative and judicial
institutions. It further shows that the Ottoman administration placed significant emphasis on regulating the
behavior of public officials through laws, decrees, and administrative traditions, ensuring their integrity and
preventing misconduct or suspicion.Moreover, the study reveals the continuity of these principles in Ottoman
Egypt, particularly during the era of Muhammad Ali Pasha and his successors, where Ottoman administrative
traditions interacted with local governance practices, resulting in a more structured and disciplined
administrative model.
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The research concludes that the dignity of public office represents an integrated system combining ethics,

law, and administrative organization, reflecting the evolution of public office concepts in Islamic and
Ottoman legal thought.

Keywords: Public office dignity, Ottoman administration, Ottoman Egypt, administrative ethics, public law

philosophy, governance, legal history.
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