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Abstract

This research¢ entitled “The Methodology of Hadith Scholars in Uncovering Defects by Contradiction of
Reliable Narrators: A Comparative Study<” addresses one of the most intricate topics in Hadith sciences: the
concept of defects by contradiction of reliable narrators. This is considered one of the most important
methods employed by Hadith critics to uncover hidden defects and distinguish acceptable narrations from
rejected ones. The research aims to clarify the concept of defects by contradiction linguistically and
technically« demonstrate its importance to Hadith scholars« review its types and conditions¢ and then conduct
a comparative study between the methodology of Imami and Sunni Hadith scholars in dealing with this type
of defect. The research demonstrates that defects by contradiction are based on comparing narrations with
one another and examining the extent to which a narration agrees with or contradicts the narrations of reliable
narrators¢ while taking into account the evidence and criteria adopted by the critics. He also explained that
both schools share the fundamental concern for preserving the Sunnah and scrutinizing narrations. However«
the Imamiyyah methodology focuses more on comparing narrations with the Holy Quran« the definitive
Sunnah¢ and established principles¢< while the Sunnis place greater emphasis on balancing chains of
transmission (isnad) and giving preference to the narration of the most reliable« the one with the best
memory¢ or the one with the most numerous narrators when a contradiction arises. The research also
addressed the most prominent forms of defect due to contradiction¢ including: a trustworthy narrator
contradicting other trustworthy narrators¢ a narrator contradicting his own narration¢ a hadith attributed to the
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Prophet (marfu') contradicting a hadith attributed to a Companion (mawquf)« and a hadith with a complete
chain of transmission contradicting a hadith with a hadith with a broken chain of transmission (mursal). It
explained the impact of each type on the evaluation of a hadith and the opinions of scholars regarding the
preference between conflicting narrations. Furthermore: it discussed the conditions set by both the
Imamiyyah and Sunni schools for applying this principle« highlighting the points of agreement and
disagreement between them. The study concluded that the principle of rejecting a hadith based on its
contradiction by a trustworthy narrator represents a precise critical principle that is not applied merely
because of discrepancies between narrations. Rather« it relies on a comprehensive study of the chains of
transmission (isnad)« the texts (matn)¢« and accompanying evidence. Both schools of thought agree that a
trustworthy narrator's contradiction of a more reliable or precise narrator is a significant indicator in hadith
criticism¢ although they differ on some of the criteria and principles upon which this preference is based. The
study also highlighted that this principle has contributed significantly to preserving the Prophetic Sunnah and
purifying narrations from error and misinterpretation« thus confirming its importance in the methodologies of
hadith criticism among Muslims

Keywords: The methodology of the hadith scholars. the defects. the contradiction of trustworthy narrators
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