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Abstract

"This study aims to shed light on the legal and procedural guarantees afforded to the accused before the
International Criminal Court during the trial stage. It focuses on balancing the necessity of punishing the
perpetrators of the most serious crimes with protecting the fundamental human rights of the accused. The
core problem lies in the adequacy of the procedural framework of the Rome Statute in ensuring a fair and
impartial trial, especially when international jurisdiction clashes with special legal statuses or national
immunities. By applying the analytical and comparative approach, the study concludes that the principle of
complementarity, together with strict rules on the non-retroactivity of texts and procedural legality,
collectively form the cornerstone for protecting the accused from any arbitrariness. Furthermore, the study
presents a set of recommendations to activate national and international guarantees to prevent impunity
without prejudice to the presumption of innocence."

Keywords: International Criminal Court - Guarantees of the Accused - Trial Stage - Rome Statute - Complementary
Jurisdiction.
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