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Abstract

This study examines the extent to which substantive criminal, civil, and family-law provisions integrate with
international and national mechanisms in confronting specific forms of domestic violence against women, in
light of Islamic Sharia, the Qatari, Emirati, and Tunisian legislation, and the relevant international and
regional instruments. The study adopts the comparative descriptive-analytical method, presenting and
analysing the relevant Sharia and legal texts and comparing them according to a defined comparison
instrument. It addresses the criterion distinguishing attempted rape from attempted indecent assault; threat
and coercion as forms of psychological violence; the deliberate transmission of sexual diseases; the relevance
of the age gap and suitability (kafa’a) to concluding and rescinding the marriage contract; forced marriage
and wrongful prevention of marriage (‘adl); compensation for damage resulting from physical violence; and
the regional mechanisms and national strategies for confronting domestic violence. The study concludes that
criminal intent is the most precise criterion for distinguishing attempted rape from attempted indecent assault;
that the conditions for recognising moral coercion in the compared laws are consistent with what Islamic
jurisprudence has established; that levels of protection vary among regional mechanisms; and that Tunisian
legislation is distinguished by its explicit provision for a national strategy and data-collection mechanisms.
The study recommends explicitly criminalising forms of psychological domestic violence and adopting
comprehensive national strategies coupled with systematic mechanisms for data collection and monitoring.

Keywords: Domestic violence; legal protection of women; Islamic Sharia; coercion; suitability (kafa’a) in

marriage; regional mechanisms.
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