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Abstract

This study examines Muhammad Bagqir al-Majlisi’s method of identifying and evaluating fabricated reports through an
integrated reading of the introductions and critical annotations of Bihar al-Anwar, together with his practice in Mir’at al-
‘Uqil, Maladh al-Akhyar, and his works on transmitters and hadith. It addresses two opposing assumptions: that al-
Majlist merely collected everything without criticism, and that inclusion in Bihar al-Anwar implies acceptance. Both
assumptions overlook the distinction between encyclopedic preservation and authentication, as well as the technical
difference between a weak report and a fabricated one. Using inductive, analytical, comparative, and critical methods, the
study traces al-Majlisi’s evaluation of source attribution, manuscript transmission, isnad, narrators, textual coherence,
Qur’anic conformity, established Sunna, reason, doctrine, history, and context.

The study finds that al-Majlist generally attributes fabrication on the basis of converging evidence rather than a single
defect. His inquiry begins with the identity and transmission history of the source, proceeds to the chain of transmission,
and culminates in textual, contextual, and motive-based analysis. His criteria include contradiction of the Qur’an or
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recurrently established reports, rational or doctrinal impossibility, reincarnationist or extremist implications, severe verbal
and semantic disorder, chronological contradiction, unsupported singular transmission from a suspect source, and
evidence of political or sectarian motive. He nevertheless considers alternative explanations such as taqiyya, transmission
by meaning, scribal corruption, and interpolation; consequently, he does not equate every textual anomaly with
fabrication. His terminology expresses different levels of confidence: explicit fabrication, strong suspicion, weakness,
strangeness, or suspension of judgment. The study proposes a five-stage contemporary model derived from his practice:
source dossier, isnad examination, matn testing, contextual reconstruction, and a graded conclusion. Its central conclusion
is that al-Majlist’s project is a critically organized but evidentially heterogeneous corpus: preservation is not
authentication, and weakness is not fabrication.

Keywords: al-Majlis1; Fabricated Hadith; Bihar al-Anwar; Mir’at al-‘Uqal; Hadith Criticism; Isnad
Criticism; Matn Criticism; Imami Heritage.
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