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Abstract

This study examines the role of Hadith compilations (Jawami* al-Hadith) in shaping Islamic thought by
tracing their historical development from classical Hadith collections to contemporary digital
encyclopedias. It aims to clarify the concept and methodological characteristics of comprehensive
Hadith compilations, investigate the significance of the Four Major Shiite Hadith Collections and later
Imami compilations, provide a comparative perspective with major Sunni collections, and analyze the
contribution of digital Hadith databases to the preservation, accessibility, and scholarly study of
Prophetic traditions.

The research adopts descriptive-analytical and historical approaches to examine the evolution of Hadith
compilations, analyze their scientific methodologies and intellectual functions, and evaluate their impact
based on primary Hadith sources and relevant contemporary studies.

The findings demonstrate that Hadith compilations are not merely repositories of narrations but
comprehensive intellectual frameworks that have significantly contributed to the preservation of the
Sunnah, the organization of Islamic knowledge, and the development of theological, jurisprudential, and
legal reasoning. The study concludes that the Four Major Shiite Hadith Collections established the
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foundations of Imami doctrinal and legal thought, while later comprehensive compilations expanded,
reorganized, and preserved the Hadith heritage in a more systematic manner. Furthermore, digital
Hadith encyclopedias represent a natural continuation of the classical tradition by providing advanced
search tools, indexing systems, comparative analysis, and rapid access to authenticated texts, thereby
enhancing academic research and critical studies. Nevertheless, their effective use depends on sound
scholarly training and adherence to established methodological principles. The study also emphasizes
the complementary relationship between Hadith compilations, educational institutions, and mosques in
disseminating authentic Islamic knowledge and recommends further development of digital Hadith
resources through artificial intelligence technologies and unified scholarly databases.

Keywords: Hadith Compilations, Islamic Thought, Four Major Shiite Hadith Collections, Digital Hadith
Encyclopedias, Sunnah, Hadith Studies.
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