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Abstract

This study examines the evidences used to construct Qur’anic meaning and evaluates their role in preferring one
interpretive opinion over another. Its central problem is that many studies present preference rules as isolated lists
without distinguishing the source that generates an interpretation, the evidence that supports it, the contextual indicator
that strengthens it, and the rule that governs comparison. Exegetical schools also differ in the relative weight they assign
to textual context, transmitted reports, variant readings, linguistic usage, and rational principles, while the authenticity
and semantic force of each item are not always stated.
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The study combines inductive, analytical, comparative, and applied methods. It surveys Sunni and Shi ‘i exegetical
traditions and compares selected practices in al-TabarT, al-Tusi, al-Tabrisi, al-Zamakhshari, al-Razi, al-Qurtubi, Ibn
Kathir, and al-Tabataba'1. The evidences are classified into internal textual evidence, including Qur’an-by-Qur’an
interpretation, context, coherence, Qur’anic usage, and readings; external transmitted evidence, including Prophetic
reports, reports from the Ahl al-Bayt, statements of Companions and Successors, occasions of revelation, language, and
history; and rational-usili evidence that tests semantic possibility and consistency with decisive texts.

The study concludes that sound preference usually depends on a convergent “evidence bundle,” not on an isolated proof.
Such a bundle integrates source authenticity, semantic explicitness, contextual fit, Qur’anic usage, and non-contradiction
with decisive revelation or demonstrative reason. The Qur’an possesses epistemic priority because of its certain
transmission, yet one verse interprets another only when their subject and semantic relation are established. A sound
report that explicitly explains a verse has high probative force, whereas a report offering an application does not
necessarily restrict a general expression. Language defines the range of possible meanings but rarely determines the
intended meaning by itself. Context is a powerful indicator, although it can be overridden by a sound and explicit
particular proof. Variant readings may produce complementary meanings rather than mutually exclusive ones. The study
proposes a seven-stage model: defining the dispute, classifying opinions, authenticating evidence, analyzing semantic
force, ranking arguments, testing reconciliation and conflict, and issuing a reasoned preference with an explicit degree of
certainty.

Keywords: Exegetical Evidence; Qur’anic Reasoning; Preference Rules; Exegetical Disagreement; Qur’anic
Context; Qur’an-by-Qur’an Interpretation; Exegetical Reports; Variant Readings.
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