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Abstract

This study examines Sayyid Abii al-Qasim al-Khoei’s method of evaluating hadith transmitters through the
theoretical introductions and applied entries of Mu‘jam Rijal al-Hadith wa-Tafs1l Tabaqat al-Ruwat, together
with relevant discussions in his legal and usiil works and modern Arabic and Persian scholarship. The
problem arises from reducing al-Khoei’s judgments to the final labels “trustworthy” or “weak,” although
each label is the outcome of a complex procedure: authenticating the source of a biographical statement,
distinguishing sensory transmission from later inference, interpreting technical expressions of jarh and ta‘dil,
determining whether variant names belong to one person, testing chronological connectivity, and comparing
books and manuscript variants to detect omission, inversion, and scribal corruption. The study applies
inductive, analytical, critical, and comparative methods to al-Khoei’s rules of authentication, his critique of
general declarations of reliability, and his treatment of the Companions of Consensus, the so-called
trustworthy transmitters, authorization teachers, agency, prolific transmission, and other presumptive
indicators.

The study finds that al-Khoei grounds biographical proof in the probative force of a trustworthy report. He
privileges early rijal authorities because their statements may derive from sensory transmission, while
rejecting later evaluations when they merely infer from evidence already available to the researcher. He
denies that all reports in the Four Books are definitively issued and insists on examining each chain. He also
refuses to treat transmission by eminent scholars, frequency of narration, companionship, agency, authorship,
or prayers for mercy as independently sufficient proof of reliability. His case studies reveal a differentiated
method: Ibrahim b. Hashim is authenticated through converging evidence; Sahl b. Ziyad is weakened on the
basis of multiple explicit criticisms; Muhammad b. Sinan demonstrates the distinction between doctrinal
loyalty and narrational reliability; and Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Yahya remains unknown because being a
teacher of authorization is insufficient. The study proposes a six-stage contemporary model: identity
resolution, source authentication, semantic analysis of biographical terminology, network and generation
mapping, reconciliation of jarh and ta“dil, and a graded conclusion. Al-Khoei’s main strengths are source
rigor, transparency, and reproducibility; his limitations include a restrictive treatment of cumulative
indicators and a contestable presumption of sensory transmission in some early judgments.

Keywords: al-Khoei; Mu ‘jam Rijal al-Hadith; Transmitter Criticism; Jarh and Ta‘dil; Rijal; General

Authentication; Narrator Generations; Isnad Criticism.
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