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Abstract

This research addresses a significant era in the history of the Shafi'i school of thought, and perhaps in the
history of Islamic jurisprudence in general. It sheds light on one of the most important jurisprudential schools
in Islamic history, the Shafi'i school, by introducing its key figures and their contributions during the seventh
century AH (13th century CE). The study explores the reasons behind the flourishing of the Shafi'i school
during this period, focusing particularly on the efforts of prominent scholars such as Imam al-Nawawi and
Imam al-Rafi'i, who played a pivotal role in advancing the school’s teachings. Their contributions, along with
.those of other Shafi'i scholars, are highlighted to demonstrate their impact on the school and its development

The research begins by introducing Imam al-Shafi'i, the founder of the school, and highlighting his major
contributions to Islamic jurisprudence. It then outlines the various stages through which the Shafi'i school
evolved and examines its influence during the seventh century AH. Additionally, the study provides
biographical accounts of some of the leading scholars of this era who were part of the vibrant intellectual
.movement within the Shafi'i school, emphasizing their status and contributions

:The primary objectives of this study are

To introduce Imam al-Shafi'i, his school of thought, and his esteemed position in Islamic history, particularly
during the seventh century AH
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To explore the key figures of the Shafi'i school during this period and highlight their significant contributions

To demonstrate the adaptability of Islamic jurisprudence in addressing contemporary issues and providing
solutions to emerging challenges across different times and regions of the Islamic world

Notably, certain aspects of this topic have not been comprehensively addressed in previous works. Therefore,
there was a desire to focus on a specific time period—the seventh century AH—to examine the scholars of
the Shafi'i school and their contributions during this era. The study employs descriptive and historical
methodologies, relying on original sources while also benefiting from modern references. All statements and
opinions are meticulously documented and attributed to their respective authors, with relevant texts and
citations provided alongside their sources

Keywords: Jurisprudence — Al-Shafi'i — The Seventh Century — Islam — School of Thought — ontributions

— Al-Nawawi
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