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Abstract

The study aimed to collect and study the actual narrations of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal regarding the
chapters on Friday and congregational prayers from the Book of Prayer. This was accomplished by stating
the title of the issue, listing the actual narrations on the issue, then providing the evidence for the actual
narrations. This was followed by listing the verbal narrations from Imam Ahmad on the issue, along with an
explanation of the evidence for the verbal narrations if they differed. This was followed by comparing the
actual and verbal narrations from Imam Ahmad if they differed, along with an explanation of the accepted
view in the school of thought. Finally, the statements of other schools of thought on the issue were listed,
devoid of evidence, discussion, and preference. The study followed an analytical inductive approach to
achieve its objectives. The study reached several conclusions, the most important of which are: The intended
meaning of the actual narrations from Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him) regarding the chapters
on Friday and congregational prayers is "everything that was transmitted from him (may Allah have mercy
on him) that he did himself and approved of in performing his worship, following the example of the Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him). The actions of Imam Ahmad (may Allah have mercy on him)
constituted his school of thought. Scholars (may Allah have mercy on them) did not distinguish between the
actual and verbal narrations from Imam Ahmad in the past regarding preference between narrations, but
rather preferred what they approved of among the narrations. In general, the issues of Imam Ahmad (may
God have mercy on him) contain a wealth of knowledge that requires further study and understanding. The
results also demonstrated the discipline and solidity of Imam Ahmad's methodology, which he followed by
adhering to the traditions of the Companions and the Prophet's hadiths.

Keywords: Actual narrations, Imam Ahmad, congregational prayer, Friday prayer.
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